MY   AFRICAN   NEIGHBOURS

of his sojourn in Germany, acquired the habit of carrying
his milk mug up a tree, and of throwing it to the ground
after he had emptied it, thus smashing it to pieces. Again
he was punished and, although he continued to take his
milk up the tree, he ever afterward carried back the mug
most carefully into the house after he had swallowed its
contents.

These monkeys become most affectionate to their
European masters, and it probably never happens that one
of them, after living for some time in a settlement, rejoins
a tribe of absolutely wild monkeys, although it may remain
in the immediate vicinity in a half-domesticated state,
either alone or in the company of others similarly situated.
These latter are the ones which sometimes make them-
selves obnoxious in European houses, because they are bold
enough to rob, and too cunning to let themselves be caught.
Whether the fact that they remain in or near the settle-
ments is owing to their affection for the human race or, as
others pretend, because monkeys refuse to receive into their
tribe any individual that has spent some time among men, it
would be difficult to say. But there can be no doubt that
their craving for the society of human beings, when .they
have been once accustomed to it, may grow into a veritable
passion.

I have known at least one case in which it culminated in
an act of heroism of which few, if any, human beings would
be capable. This was in Yontoi, in Jubaland, where a
grivet monkey belonging to an officer in the King's African
Rifles, which had, for some reason or other, been left
behind on the northern side of the river, swam across it to
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